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ITEM #1: CALL TO ORDER  
A regular session meeting of the Community Services Advisory Commission was convened and called 
to order by Chair Sherman Abrahamson at 5:00 p.m. on Monday, May 23, 2016 in the Council 
Chambers at Town Hall, located at 16705 East Avenue of the Fountains, Fountain Hills, Arizona. 
 
ITEM #2: ROLL CALL 
In attendance at roll call were, Chair Sherman Abrahamson, Vice Chair Jim Judge, Commissioners Pat 
Canning, Don Doty, Jerry Gorrell, Lynne Mott, Natalie Varela, and Greg Woo. Absent at roll call was 
Commissioner Ron Ruppert. Director Mark Mayer represented staff.   
 
ITEM #3: CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
No one from the public wished to speak at this time. 
 
ITEM #4: CONSIDERATION OF APPROVING THE APRIL 25, 2016 MEETING MINUTES  
Commissioner Gorrell made a motion to accept the minutes of the April 25, 2016 meeting and 
Commissioner Doty seconded and the motion passed by unanimous vote. 
 
ITEM #5: DISCUSSION OF WHAT IT MEANS TO BE ON A WORK STUDY GROUP 
Chair Abrahamson asked the Commissioners if they had been on a work study group and nearly all of the 
Commissioners had been on one, so they have a handle of what it means to be on a work study group. 
 
ITEM #6: CONSIDERATION OF CREATING VOLUNTEER WORK STUDY GROUPS FOR 
EACH DIVISION, WITH THE COMMUNITY CENTER WORK STUDY GROUP TO 
EVALUATE THE SOUND SYSTEM AT THE COMMUNITY CENTER 
Chair Abrahamson listed the divisions and asked the Commissioners what areas they would like to serve 
on.  Discussion ensued among the Commissioners and Commissioners Woo, Doty, Canning, Gorrell and 
Valera agree that they do need a project and it’s up to the department heads to bring things up to the 
Commission.   Commissioners Mott and Valera agreed suggested, independently seeking out division 
heads to contribute suggestions and ideas or offer assistance. Vice Chair Judge emphasized that one of 
the duties of the Commissioners is to be advisors.    
 
Chair Abrahamson determined after the discussion that they abandon the concept of going to the 
division heads and sitting in on meetings, but suggested that the Commissioners communicate with the 
division heads and talk about how we can help them as a grass roots effort rather than a formal work 
study group.  
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Commissioner Doty stated that everyone on the Commission mentioned they would like something to do 
and suggested the Commissioners write a paragraph statement of their experiences and how they may 
like to help.  Then give it to Director Mayer to distribute to the division heads for them to get an idea of 
how we can help.  
 
Chair Abrahamson suggested we put this on hold until maybe fall.  At that point everyone can share 
with us what you have done with respect to finding out what is going on.    
 
Director Mayer suggested utilizing the Commission for advocacy, such as coming to Council meetings 
where we are talking about a particular issue, such as the budget or CIP issues.      
 
The Commissioners requested being on the following groups: 
 
Community Center:  Commissioners Canning and Gorrell and Vice Chair Judge 
Parks:  Commissioners Doty and Woo 
Recreation and Tourism:  Commissioners Mott and Varela and Vice Chair Judge 
Seniors:  Chair Abrahamson 
 
Commissioner Ruppert will need to be asked which group he would like to be involved with.   
 
ITEM #7: DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET FOR FY2016-2017 
Director Mayer went over the attached handouts regarding the budget, fees, and CIP.  

• Community contracts used to be in our department was placed in General Government. 
• Included in the fee structure are the proposed program fee changes for the Community Center 

usage.  We also proposed a different way to compute the fees for Avenue of the Fountains Plaza 
and the way we approached weddings at the Community Center, as well as the Plaza and Fountain 
Park.  Anything new is highlighted in red. 

• Vice Chair Judge and Commissioner Gorrell volunteered to be involved with the budget. 
 
ITEM #8: REPORT ON THE COMMUNITY SERVICES MONTHLY STAFF MEETING 
FROM CHAIR ABRAHAMSON AND VICE CHAIR JUDGE 
Both Chair Abrahamson and Vice Chair Judge commented that they found the meeting very eye opening 
and informative.  They also encouraged the other Commissioners to attend a meeting, maybe one or two 
at a time.  
 
Director Mayer requested that Commissioners inform staff if they are coming to the meeting to avoid a 
quorum.     
 
This item was discussed during Agenda item #5. 
 
ITEM #9: UPDATE ON ROTARY COMMUNITY MUSICAL PARK 
Director Mayer reported the Rotary’s fundraising has been more successful than originally anticipated, so 
they recently approached the Council about the number of musical instruments and increasing that 
number from 12 to 14 and the Council was supportive of that.  They think they may be able to raise 
enough money to put shade canopies over the structure, which would certainly help it make it more 
usable in the summer.  Again the Council was supportive of that.  
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ITEM #10: UPDATE ON THE LIGHTS AT FOUNTAIN PARK 
Director Mayer advised the Commissioners that we had ordered at the request of the Town Manager, two 
black bollards to see the difference in the light levels with the ones we have now and the black ones.  We 
also got drivers, those are the lamps that go in them. We are coordinating with an electrical engineer that 
we hired from a consulting firm to do the actual testing of those and give us a technical report of what 
those results are.   We are trying to schedule a date with the folks that expressed the concerns and do the 
testing.  In response to Commissioner Mott’s questions, if there were changes to be made, it would run 
$15,000-$20,000 to buy the bollards plus labor to install them and we are unsure of where the money 
would come from.  
 
ITEM #11: UPDATE ON ADERO CANYON TRAILHEAD 
Director Mayer gave the update and responded to Commissioners questions and concerns.  

• The group that did the archeological surveys up there determined that there were no Indian 
artifacts since the last survey we did ten years ago.  As required a copy of that report has been 
forwarded to the Arizona Office of Historical Preservation.  They are reviewing that and we 
should be getting a confirmation letter back authorizing us to proceed with the project.  

• The people that are doing the survey work are up on the site should finish this week. Then they 
have about two weeks to put their findings down on drawings.  That will be what the architect will 
use for the base maps.  

• All the soil that was to be donated by MCO has now been placed on the trailhead and that will 
save us roughly $90,000.  That will put us from a contingency of 10% up to 15% in the project.   

• Years ago development fees were collected as development took place, those developers were 
responsible for putting money into a fund to support infrastructure.  There has been money set 
aside for years to fund this particular project.    Once the development fees went away by the 
legislature, we have not been collecting fees for that particular project anymore, but it had brought 
in a considerable amount of money.  It does not quite fully fund the project and the balance is 
coming out of the CIP funds.  Thing to remember is that money was set aside for that particular 
purpose and cannot be spent for anything else and if you don’t spend it by 2020 it goes away.  The 
Council has reviewed and approved the CIP expenditures.   

• J2 was the design firm that had originally took the plans from 0% to 95% completion.  What that 
allowed us to do when we finish the project to figure out if there were any changes to code that 
need to be made to the structural, like on the building itself, etc. As well as any last minute 
changes to the site itself because it’s been ten years since the plans were done, that’s why we had 
to do the cultural assessment and survey again to make sure everything was going to work.  

• J2 has a contract going up in front of Council in June for approval to take the project from 95% to 
100%.  If approved J2 can take those plans to 100% right after July 1st, and then we can bid the 
project.   

 
ITEM #12: UPDATE ON PUBLIC ART 
Director Mayer reported that the gentleman that had donated the “Fred and Ginger” piece, had expressed 
an interest in purchasing a piece that’s called “Aviator”.  That piece is a relatively small World War II 
person holding a prop in one arm.   It was approved by Town Council and will be placed over by the 
Veteran’s Memorial.   
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ITEM #13: CONSIDERATION OF ADJOURNMENT 
Commissioner Gorrell made a motion to adjourn at 6:04 p.m., Commissioner Varela seconded and the 
motion passed by unanimous vote. 
 

      Community Services Advisory Commission 
  
BY: ____________________________________ 
        Sherman Abrahamson, Chair 

 
 
REVIEWED BY: _______________________________________ 

      Mark C. Mayer, Director of Community Services  
 
 
 
PREPARED BY: ________________________________________ 

             Jennifer Lyons, Executive Assistant 
 
 
 
CERTIFICATION 
I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Regular 
Session held by the Community Services Advisory Commission of Fountain Hills on the 23rd day of 
May 2016.  I further certify that the meeting was duly called and that a quorum was present.   
 
Dated this 6th day of June 2016 

______________________________ 
Jennifer Lyons, Executive Assistant 
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